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Dedication

To all the children who have friends or 

loved ones that no longer walk this earth. 

To the Howard and Tyler families for 

allowing me to share their story with 

others, so children may understand that 

death is a part of living. 

To the memory of little Trevor, whose light 

will forever shine in all of our hearts.

To all the children who have friends or 
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It was a beautiful, warm summer day.
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The children loved playing in the park, 

chasing each other and laughing, as the 

puppies nipped at their heels.
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The two brothers watched the sun turn a bright, 

golden red, as it started to sink low in the sky and 

fade behind the mountains. 
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Tyler and Trevor knew, as the darkness floated 

into the sky, the fireflies would be coming soon. 

They both started to get excited! 
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Racing across the park, the excitement 

built inside them!  The boys  hurried 

home to Tyler’s bedroom where the 

‘special jar’ was sitting on the table.
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The boys liked to catch the fireflies with their 

friends.  They would put them in the jar and 

watch them light up, 

twinkling like stars 

in the night sky. 
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The children chased the fireflies, laughing 

as they ran back and forth through the 

trees.  Mimi and Pawpaw also came out to 

watch the children at play. 
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The next morning the sun 

was shining brightly as the 

family went to the park. 
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The next morning the sun 

was shining brightly as the 

family went to the park. 
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However during the day, 

something happened to little Trevor.
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Trevor had been hurt and the  ambulance 

came to take him to the hospital.  The lights 

were flashing and the sirens were loud. 
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It was a scary day for all 

the children, especially 

Tyler, his Mommy, Daddy 

and Mimi and Pawpaw.  

They all stood together, 

praying for answers.
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Tyler was lonely without his little 

brother.  People started to come 

to the house and there was a lot 

of crying. 
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Tyler’s mommy and daddy came to talk 

with him.  They told him Trevor would not 

be coming home anymore.  They said he had 

gone to heaven to be with Jesus.  Tyler was 

confused, “Why would Trevor go away?”
The next day Tyler was sitting in his bedroom 

when a friend came to visit. 
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The next day Tyler was sitting in his bedroom 

when a friend came to visit. 
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Tyler asked her, “Why did Trevor go away?  He was 

happy here with us.”  The friend looked up and saw 

the jar on the table in Tyler’s room. She said, “Tyler, 

you see your firefly jar sitting there on the table?” 

“Well, that jar is much like us.  When you, the 

master, catch those fireflies and put them inside 

the jar, they are alive and fly around inside the jar.”

Tyler’s eyes sparkled and he said, “Yes! They even 

light up in there!”
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“Well, Tyler, when you, the master, open the 

jar and they fly away, the jar is empty, but 

they are still alive. That is the way we are, 

when our soul lives inside our body, it is alive 

inside us. When our Master, God, calls us home 

to heaven, our spirit goes to Him, up in 

heaven. It leaves our bodies behind here on 

earth, just like your jar is empty, but we are 

still alive in heaven with God,” she explained. 

“We may never see the fireflies you caught 

inside the jar again,” said his friend, “But with 

Jesus being our Savior, we know that we have 

the promise of seeing Trevor again.” 
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Tyler smiled and walked over and picked up the 

empty jar.  He looked at it and said, “I am going 

to miss catching fireflies with Trevor.  Are there 

fireflies in heaven?”

The friend smiled and reminded 

him that God created all things, 

especially fireflies. 

faith

hope

love
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The friend smiled and reminded 

him that God created all things, 

especially fireflies. 

faith

hope

lovefaith

29



Going outside, they saw the sun starting to set in the 

sky.  They looked at each other as they spotted the first 

firefly.  It was like God giving them a sign that He was 

with them, even in hard times. 

Going outside, they saw the sun starting to set in the 
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As the boys and girls came outside, they ran and 

played among the fireflies that night.  Mimi and 

Pawpaw noticed there seemed to be more fireflies 

that night than they had ever seen before in the 

park.  The park had a brilliant glow over it. 
31



Was it the light that night from the fireflies 

or was it the glow of God’s love shining about 

them?  It was probably a little bit of both!

 (Not) The End.

Matthew 19:14 (NIV)

Place your loved one’s photo in the 
frame on the left and jot down a 
favorite memory on the lines below.
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L e a d i n g  a  C h i l d  t o  C h r i s t 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Leave the children alone, and don’t try to keep them from coming to Me, because the 
kingdom of heaven is made up of people like this.’”  -Matthew 19:14

We need to understand there is nothing we can do to lead the child to the foot of the cross; the 
Holy Spirit will do that for us.  However, we can gently guide them there with honest answers.  
We need to be sensitive to the timing of it, realizing we cannot do the converting, that is something 
only God can do. Keep yourself out of the process and just let Jesus receive the glory. 

“But whoever causes the downfall of one of these little ones who believe in Me, it would be better for 
him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea!”  
-Matthew 18:6

• Have God’s Word open 
• Always talk in a way the child can understand
• Share with the child who Jesus is, explaining the holidays of Christmas and Easter (giving reason of the life of Jesus)
• Ask the child have they ever made bad choices 
• Explain that these bad choices are called ‘sin’ and we all have sinned
• Open the Bible to Romans 3:23 and read, “For all have sinned”.
• That means (use your name) has sinned, and (use their name) has sinned. The bible says everyone has sinned. 
• Explain that Jesus died for all sins and read John 3:16
• Ask the child if they understand or have any questions
• Ask the child if they believe:  Jesus is the Son of God , Jesus died for our sins, Jesus arose from the grave 
• If the child answers ‘yes’ to those three things, ask them if they would like to pray, asking Jesus to forgive their sin 
       and to become their Savior and Lord.         

S a m p l e  P r a y e r
Dear Jesus, I know I have sinned and I ask you to forgive me. I believe you died for me and 
came out of the tomb after three days. I ask you to come into my life and be my Savior and Lord. 
In Jesus Name, Amen.

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  -Romans 10:13   
“I assure you, anyone who believes has eternal life.”  -John 6:47          
“The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s children.  -Romans 8:16    

(Author gives permission for you to copy ‘Leading a Child to Christ’) 35



36



     is an author and speaker about 

family life and God stories.  Ginger has spoken around the country, 
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